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 Education is seen as a fundamental human right as well as an indispensable 

instrument for the realization of other rights. Therefore, it is believed that the right to 

education is at the heart of the very idea of human rights. This issue is addressed both by the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights. The right to education has also been mentioned in other human rights 

instruments, both universal (the Convention on the Rights of the Child) and regional. 

 The protection of the right to education as a human right has become one of the 

areas of influence of the Council of Europe. This organization plays an essential role in 

promoting democratic standards, the rule of law and the protection of human rights. In the 

doctoral dissertation, an answer was sought to the question: what is the significance of the 

right to education in the axiological system of the Council of Europe, through which 

mechanisms the CoE influences its implementation and what are the consequences of this 

influence on the practice of the Member States? 

 Chapter 1 presents an overview of the right to education as a human right and 

international standards in this respect. Chapter 2 presents the role of the Council of Europe in 

the development of the right to education as a human right. Chapter 3 presents the 

mechanisms of influence of the Council of Europe on the implementation of the right to 

education by the member states. For this purpose, the importance of the accession procedure 

and the monitoring procedure as well as the impact of such bodies of the Council of Europe 

as: the Committee of Ministers and bodies of intergovernmental cooperation, the 

Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities Europe, Human 

Rights Commissioner, European Court of Human Rights, European Commission for 

Democracy through Law (Venice Commission). Chapter 4 shows the effects of the CoE's 

impact on the practice of the Member States in the area of right to education. 

The basic research method was the institutional and legal method used to analyze legal 

acts and other documents. The historical method was also used, which made it possible to 

show the development of standards regarding the right to education in the system of the 

Council of Europe. The system analysis method was as well taken into account, as the system 



of standards developed within the Council of Europe has been shown in comparison with the 

systems of other international organizations (e.g. UN and European Union).  

The dissertation positively verified the research hypothesis that the activities of the 

CoE are based on a broad vision of education, including both values and competences. They 

are used to identify common challenges, propose specific solutions and support the exchange 

of good practices. The standards formulated by the CoE (legally binding and of the nature of 

the so-called "soft law") serve to strengthen the right to education as a human right. In turn, 

the mechanisms used by the CoE serve to promote this right, as well as contribute to its 

effective and efficient protection. The dissertation proves the significant influence of the 

Council of Europe on the Member States in the implementation of the right to education, but 

at the same time shows the barriers and limitations that exist here. 

 


