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The summary of the doctoral dissertation entitled: "Rights of a party in the proceedings 

for granting international protection to an unaccompanied minors on the territory of the 

Republic of Poland" 

 

The subject of this doctoral dissertation is the analysis of the rights of refugees in the 

proceedings for granting international legal protection, with the emphasis on unaccompanied 

minors. The study compares the standards of protection of refugee rights in the international, 

European and regional law (European Union and Polish law) in order to examine and describe 

the legal position of an unaccompanied minor in the procedure of international legal 

protection. The value of this work was interdisciplinary which is why I combined the analysis 

of the international law, Polish constitutional law and administrative and court-administrative 

law. 

The main research hypotheses and research questions are: 

Hypothesis no. 1: Establishing an universal definition of a refugee in the Geneva Convention 

and the New York Protocol as well as the development of universal and regional regimes for 

the protection of the refugee rights was a milestone in the development of human rights and 

the creation of refugee rights regimes in the 20th century. The rights of an unaccompanied 

minor as a special type of refugee should be secured in a better way and defined differently 

than the rights of adult refugees in individual legal regimes. The lack of differentiation 

between the statuses of an adult refugee and a unaccompanied minor undermines the 

international protection of unaccompanied minors. 

Hypothesis no. 2: The occurrence of refugee of unaccompanied minors is a fact and is a 

challenge for modern countries and societies. Therefore, there is a need to revise and then 

reform the system of protecting the rights of unaccompanied minors. The weakness of the 

universal system of protection of the rights of unaccompanied minors results, among others, 



from due to the lack of minimal standards of treatment and the lack of regulation of the 

standards of the procedure for granting international legal protection to unaccompanied 

minors. 

Hypothesis no. 3: The universal and regional regime (of the European Union and the Council 

of Europe) for the protection of the rights of a party in proceedings for granting international 

legal protection to an unaccompanied minor is the standard of modern and democratic states 

of law. The Republic of Poland, as a party to the Geneva Convention and the New York 

Protocol, and an EU member, is obliged to follow these principles. Despite the 

implementation of the of international law principles into the Polish legal system and the 

implementation of the EU law, there are still many areas to effectively protect and secure full 

rights and proper treatment of unaccompanied minors in the refugee procedure in the 

Republic of Poland. 

Hypothesis no. 4: There is a connection between the Polish administrative and the judicial-

administrative control over the implementation and compliance with international and 

regional standards for the protection of the rights of unaccompanied minors in proceedings for 

granting international law on the territory of the Republic of Poland. The administrative 

procedure under the Polish refugee regime guarantees a certain level of protection for an 

unaccompanied minor. It is insufficient, despite the fact that it meets the requirements of 

international agreements and Community regulations. Despite the correct implementation of 

EU law, the enforcement of the law by the authorities in the Polish refugee procedure and its 

interpretation is not properly implemented and does not take into account the spirit of 

universal and regional legal acts. 

 In connection to the above theses, the basic research method in my work is primarily 

the dogmatic method. It was applied in the analysis of regulations in international, European 

and Polish acts regarding the international law regimes applicable to refugees. I managed that 

through analyzing the general definition of a refugee and the presentation of the historical 

development of this term in individual legal systems (universal, regional, Polish). On the 

other hand, though the historical and legal method I presented the process of shaping legal 

regimes applicable to the rights of refugees as well as the concept and genesis of the refugee 

law and the definition of a refugee. In further considerations, using the dogmatic and 

historical method, I focused on presenting the rights of a party in the proceedings for 

granting international legal protection to an unaccompanied minor in the territory of the state 

according to international, regional and Polish regulations. I also analyzed the jurisprudence 



of the European Court of Human Rights, the Court of Justice of the European Union and the 

Constitutional Court as well as Polish common and administrative courts. The work also 

contains the analysis of international, regional and national Polish legal acts, which are 

indispensable in the analysis of refugee status and in applying for international protection. 

The starting point of the process are the Geneva Conventions, the New York Protocol, the 

European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, as well as a number of 

legal acts of the European Union. Then I analyzed and compared the standards of universal 

and regional protection of refugee rights with the standards declared in the Constitution of the 

Republic of Poland and Polish legislation. Thus, I verified whether the universal standard for 

the protection of refugee rights is respected by Poland and whether the EU directives on the 

protection of the rights of refugees and unaccompanied minors had been implemented. 

The work contains four chapters. In chapter I entitled "General characteristics of 

refugees", I presented the general characteristics of the refugee protection system, defined the 

concept of a refugee and described the historical development of the refugee status, divided 

into the systems of the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the European Union. In 

chapter II entitled "Rights of a party in proceedings for granting international legal protection 

to an unaccompanied minor in the territory of the state in the light of international 

regulations", I presented the rights of a party in proceedings for granting international legal 

protection to unaccompanied minors on the territory of the state in the light of international 

regulations. Then, in chapter III entitled "Rights of a party in proceedings for granting 

international legal protection to an unaccompanied minor in the territory of the Republic of 

Poland in the light of the Constitution of the Republic of Poland and legislation" I focused on 

the constitutional analysis and the rights of a party in proceedings for granting international 

legal protection resulting from the system of legal acts in Poland an unaccompanied minors 

on the territory of the Republic of Poland. Chapter IV entitled "The implementation of the 

right of a party in proceedings for granting international legal protection to an unaccompanied 

minor in the light of the practice of the Polish authorities" was based on the presentation of 

the exercise of the rights of a party in administrative and court-administrative proceedings for 

granting international legal protection to an unaccompanied minor in the light of the practice 

of the Polish authorities. 

In the final conclusions of the work, the final analysis of the topic in the context of the 

research theses was made. 


