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PhD THESIS ABSTRACT 

Internal Security in the Second Polish Republic (1918-1939), on the Example of the 

Kielce Province. A Political Science Study, written under the supervision 

 of Prof. Jerzy Szczepański 

This PhD Thesis entitled Internal Security in the Second Republic of Poland (1918-

1939), on the example of Kielce province. Political science study is a theoretical and empirical 

study, in the discipline of political science. The Thesis consists of an Introduction, five 

chapters, a Conclusion and a Bibliography. The aim of the study is an in-depth, 

comprehensive and interdisciplinary analysis of the policy of internal security during the 

Second Republic of Poland on the example of Kielce province. In order to achieve the 

primary goal, two research questions and two corresponding hypotheses on internal security 

were applied. The hypotheses were verified on the basis of a search of archival materials, 

legal acts and book publications, using mainly the monographic method and the method of 

content analysis while preserving the methodological principles: the principle of historicism 

and the principle of the system approach.  

In the theoretical part of the thesis (chapters I, II), the definitions of the following 

terms were presented: internal security, definition dilemmas (modern and contemporary 

researchers), internal security policy, security in legal acts, threats and their types. The 

presentation of the Second Republic of Poland in the systemic perspective focuses on the 

social and political situation at that time, the struggle for borders and their maintenance, rough 

stabilization processes, return to normality after 123 years of slavery. The empirical part of 

the thesis (chapters III, IV, V) presents problems concerning Kielce province: processes of 

forming the borders of the region, the administrative map of the province, the demography 

and national status of the population, difficult economic, social, political and cultural 

situation. Considerations are mostly devoted to the policy of internal security, as well as a 

comparison of the strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures of the Second Republic. 

The Conclusion summarizes the research, responding to the research questions and 

hypotheses presented in the Introduction. 
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